
Key Contacts 
 

 
American Plastics Council, Earl Wells, 716-654-8182, ewells@e3communications.com 
 
Associated Builders & Contractors, Empire State Chapter, Becky Meinking, 315-463-7539, meinking@abcnys.org 

 
ABC of the Triple Cities, Brad Walters, 607-484-0528, stba@netsync.net  
 
Better Contractors Bureau, Carmen Santora, 585-338-3600, obettercontract@rochester.rr.com 
 
Bogdan, Lasky & Kopley, LLC, Denise Murphy McGraw, 518-434-9000, dmurphymcgraw@blklobby.com 
 
Building Owners & Managers Association, Pam Warner, 585-777-7859, pamela.warner@frontiercorp.com 
 
Builders Exchange of Rochester, Aaron Hilger, 585-586-5460, aaron.hilger@robex.com 
 
Greater Rochester Association of Realtors, Karen Wingender, 585-341-2144, karenw@grar.net 
 
Home Builders’ Association, Mohawk Valley, Brady Endryck, 315-624-0276, hbmv@adelphia.net 
 
Mohawk Valley Builders Exchange, Jack Endryck, 315-736-9485, mvbe@adelphia.net 
 
Mohawk Valley Chamber of Commerce, Matt Stubley, 315-724-3151, mstubley@mvchamber.org 
 
National Association of Industrial & Office Properties, Stuart Baker, 585-427-7570, stuart@landsman.com 
 
Rochester Business Alliance, Sandy Parker, 585-244-1800, sandyp@rballiance.com 

 
Rochester Home Builders’ Association, Rick Herman, 585-272-8222, rick@rochesterhomebuilders.com 
 
Small Business Council of Rochester, Tom Ioele, 585-381-1004, tom@er-associates.com 

 
Southern Tier Builders’ Association, Brad Walters, 716-665-4026, stba@netsync.net 
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BUILDER PARTNERS 

180 Linden Oaks, Suite 100 
Rochester, NY 14625-2837 

(T) 585.586.5460 
(F) 585.586.1580 

It comes as no surprise to anyone, when they first hear about Builder Partners, that 
our top issues are Labor Law and workers compensation reform.  If you are in the 
construction business or a property owner, you clearly understand the impact that 
Labor Law 240/241 has on your bottom line.  And all employers are burdened with 
high workers compensation rates that provide only minimal benefits to injured 
workers.  Everyone gets that.  But when you tell them that you want one bill that 
covers both areas, they look at you like you’re nuts and tell you it can’t and won’t be 
done.  In the 2006 legislative session, we got it done twice. 

In early February, members of the coalition traveled to a Legislative Breakfast in 
Syracuse.  We were joined by more than 75 business leaders from the area as well as 
members of the Senate and Assembly.  Our agenda was clear, we want economic 
development for the region and we want one workers compensation and labor law 
reform bill.  A little more than two weeks later, we had our first bill.  Assemblyman 
Brian Kolb, who represents parts of five upstate counties, amended his workers 
compensation bill to include labor law reform and the debate was on.  That bill, with 
the help of Assemblyman Kolb, created the impetus for a broad spectrum of groups to 
come together and refine the points of the bill and design a new option. 

In late June, two upstate members representing the majorities in each house, 
sponsored the Workers Compensation Improvement Act of 2006.  Senator Jim Alesi 
and Assemblyman Joe Morelle, along with other co-sponsors of the bill, realized that 
to adequately address both issues, they needed to be combined into one bill.  It was 
the practical, or anti-Albany, way of improving a dysfunctional system that benefits no 
one…business or injured workers. 

Typically, when you focus on many bills, there are times when a bill can fly under the 
radar screen and cause problems.  This year, a bill was introduced that would require 
the State Insurance Fund (SIF) to write 240/241 coverage.  While that seems good on 
the surface, it would have had a devastating effect on our businesses.  The bill would 
have allowed commercial carriers to stop 240/241 coverage altogether while at the 
same time force businesses to purchase coverage from SIF at very high rates.  This 
was clearly a bad bill and a weak attempt at solving a long-standing problem.  It was 
due in large part to the actions of our members that we were able to stop the 
momentum of the bill. 

Builder Partners was active and successful in this legislative session.  We will spend 
the rest of this year working hard to ensure that bills we support remain at the 
forefront of all discussions.  As we continue to cross the state and grow the coalition, 
we will engage new and diverse groups in the discussion process and encourage them 
to push their elected officials and candidates for office to support our bills.  Together, 
we will improve the workers compensation systems for all involved parties and we will 
get a comparative negligence standard introduced in Labor Law 240/241 cases. 

We hope that you will continue to work with us.  If you are not a coalition member, 
we hope that you join and help us promote our agenda.  Changes are coming in how 
government addresses key business issues and Builder Partners is leading the charge! 
 
 
 
 

An Alliance of Construction and Business Organizations 
 



2006 Key Results Looking Ahead… 
 

 
New Coalition Members 
Coalition building is essential for legislative success.  This year Builder Partners added several groups to its growing 
coalition numbers.  They include: 
 

·  Mohawk Valley Builders Exchange – Jack Endryck 
·  Home Builders Association of the Mohawk Valley – Brady Endryck 
·  Mohawk Valley Chamber of Commerce – Matt Stubley 
·  NAIOP (National Association of Industrial and Office Properties) – Stuart Baker and Jeff Perkins 
·  Small Business Council of Rochester – Tom Ioele 

 
That brings our total coalition to over 9,000 businesses employing in excess of 250,000 people.  In addition, we hosted 
legislative breakfasts in Syracuse and Jamestown.  It is expected that various groups from those areas will join us in 2007. 
 
Lobby Days 
Builder Partners and members of our coalition took our message directly to the State Capitol on several occasions this 
session.  In total, members of the coalition were in Albany on more than 20 separate occasions to promote our 
agenda.  In total, more than 150 coalition members marched on the capital demanding that the business climate in New 
York be improved so that we can grow our businesses.   
 
Members of the coalition also joined other organizations with a similar agenda to ours for their lobby days, thus allowing 
us to work together and speak with one voice.  We joined: 
 

·  IIABNY – Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of New York 
·  NAIOP – National Association of Industrial and Office Properties 
·  NYSAR – New York State Association of Realtors 
·  NYSBA – New York State Builders Association 

 
Coalition members met not only with delegates from the Upstate area but also with members from the NYC and Long 
Island area whose members are affected by archaic laws.  We are working hard to continue to expand the coalition into 
new areas as well as with non-traditional partners.  Together, we can and will make a difference in Albany. 
 
E-Advocacy 
Builder Partners purchased a web based software program called Voter Voice.  It allows our members to send e-mails, 
faxes and/or letters to elected officials asking them to support or oppose various legislative bills.  We launched several 
campaigns this session.  The results are listed below:  
 

·  Workers Comp/Labor Law – members sent over 1,000 faxes urging legislators to put workers compensation and 
Labor Law reform together in one bill.  As a result, in late June a bill was submitted by Senator Alesi and 
Assemblyman Morelle that combined the two issues. 

·  SIF to Write 240/241 Coverage – Builder Partners members sent nearly 2,200 faxes telling legislators to oppose a 
bill requiring the State Insurance Fund to write 240/241 coverage. 

·  We received notice that the Volker/Morelle Workplace Safety Bill was on the Assembly Labor Committee agenda 
and our members sent over 6,000 faxes to the Labor Committee urging them to move the bill. 

 
Partnerships 
To be effective, you need to have a diverse group of people, businesses and organizations working together to get your 
message heard.  This session, Builder Partners worked cooperatively with others to get the Workers Compensation 
Improvement Act of 2006 sponsored by Senator Alesi and Assemblyman Morelle.  Our partners included NYCAN, GBC, the 
Business Council, and other groups.  
 
The bill, when enacted, will save businesses on average 12-13% annually, increase the weekly rate paid to injured 
workers, make administrative improvements and add a comparative negligence standard for Labor Law 240/241 cases.  It 
is the first bill that offers a fair and honest compromise for all involved parties.   

 
 
Legislative Update 
As you know, the entire New York State Legislature is up for re-election in the fall.  This changed the dynamic of the 
legislative session creating an opportunity for our coalition to apply additional pressure to our representatives in Albany 
to enact legislation that affects the competitiveness of employers in New York State.  Here’s a report to inform you 
about what issues Builder Partners has been fighting - for and against - and of what did happen at the the end of 
session. 
 

SUBJECT BILL # BP’s 
POSITION 

STATUS 

Labor Law 240/241 Reform / General 
Liability Insurance – Increased access & 
lower costs for building owners and 
contractors 

S.3823 (Volker) /  
A.2946-A (Morelle) 

SUPPORT Held for further consideration 
in Assembly Labor Comm.; 
Senate did not take action 

Workers’ Compensation Improvement 
Act – Combines labor law 240/241 reform 
with cost savings and wage increases for 
employers/employees in the workers’ comp 
system 

S.8212 (Alesi) /  
A.12000 (Morelle) 

SUPPORT Committed  to Senate Rules 
Comm.; Referred to 
Assembly Labor Comm. 

Use of State Insurance Fund (SIF) for 
General Liability Insurance 

S.3209 (Maziarz) /  
A.8354 (John) 

OPPOSE Committed to Rules 

Expansion of NYS DEC Authority to 
Regulate Wetlands 

S2081 (Marcellino) /  
A.2048 (DiNapoli) 

OPPOSE Referred to Senate 
Environmental Conservation 
Comm.; Passed Assembly 

Prohibit Use of Plastic Pipes in 
Residential/Commercial Construction 

S.5046 (Rules) / A.7566 (John) OPPOSE Passed Senate; Sponsor held 
in Assembly Labor Comm. 

Prevailing Wages to Off-Site Custom 
Fabrication 

S.6641 (Maziarz) /  
A.8057 (John) 

OPPOSE Vetoed by Governor 

Fair Share for Health Care Act S.7090 (Spano) /  
A.10583 (Gottfried) 

OPPOSE Referred to Health 

 
What’s Next? 
Builder Partners will remain active during the “post-session.”  It is important for us to meet with key state officials to 
discuss our priority issues.  The education process with the community also needs to be a key focus, especially during 
an election year.  We need our employees to support the candidates that support our position.   
 
With that in mind, many of the coalition partners have a PAC, or political action committee.  The function of the PAC is 
to allow access to events that require financial support and allow us to interact with elected officials.  This year, for the 
first time, many of the coalition partners will be interviewing and endorsing candidates together.  This is a critical 
process because the message it sends…we are a unified front that demands positive action on our issues.  You 
can have our support or not, but we will monitor everyone and support only those that choose to help us. 
 
We encourage your involvement in helping us to tell the story of why our legislative agenda needs to be enacted.  
Coalition members will be invited to join us for the interviews and help determine which candidates will receive our 
endorsement.  Look for more details soon.  
 
How to Get Involved: 
Builder Partners spent as much time playing defense as offense in 2006.  There is clearly much more work to be done if 
we are to get some wins at the state level.  If you are interested in learning more about these issues or actively 
participating in our coalition, please contact us: 
 
Brian Sampson, V.P., Builders Exchange of Rochester at brian.sampson@robex.com or 585-586-5460 
 
Denise Murphy McGraw, Partner, Bogdan Lasky & Kopley at dmurphymcgraw@blklobby.com or 518-434-9000 


